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Pre-AP World History: 

Course Overview 

In the Pre-AP World History: Early Modern course, students actively investigate key events, figures, developments, and processes from 1450 CE to the present. The course arms students with the analytical skills and methodologies used by historians and geographers, such as analyzing primary and secondary sources, crafting and critiquing historical and geographical arguments, and making connections across history and geography using comparative, causal, and continuity/change reasoning. 

Six themes form the backbone of the course, guiding students to draw connections among historical developments across different eras and regions: human-environment interaction, cultural development and interaction, governance, economic systems, social interaction and organization, and technology and innovation. 

The course underscores the fluidity of history and geography, prompting students to question established assumptions and enrich arguments with new evidence and context. Through an emphasis on discovery-based learning, students employ the tools and skills of historians and geographers to interpret historical and geographical phenomena.

Grade Calculations

Homework: 10% 
Class Participation: 5% 
Classwork: 35% 
Projects/Portfolios/Presentations: 10% 
Assessments: 40% 




Grade Scale:

A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=0-59


Summative: Unit Tests, Timed Writing (only those specified as summative), Projects, Large assignments (especially those that span a unit), Practice in class AP Tests.

Formative: Quizzes, Timed Writing, other assignments, Socratic seminars and graded discussions, Practice writing.


Retesting and Redo work

Link to my Calendar

Summative

Students have the ability to retake and redo work up to a 70. The key is to do it in a reasonable time. For many assignments these reasonable time frames are below. For other assignments students simply need to pay attention to the teachers directions. 

Multiple-choice tests: Our tests are all 50-question AP style tests (We model the AP exam- the AP exam has 55 but we only have 50 minutes per class). If a student would like to retake a M/C exam they will need to do test corrections before they can retake the test. The test will usually be short answer or multiple-choice. Students must complete the corrections and retake within 1 week from the day of the first test. Students will not be allowed to retake the test until all of the formative work for the unit is done.

Summative essays and other summative work: Students will have one week to redo the work. For timed essays the student will usually receive another prompt and complete the essay in a timed setting.

Formative Assignments

Weekly Reading to Learn Notes: Notes are typically due each 2nd day of the school week for a potential 100. Due by Friday for a max grade of an 80.  After Friday they will be a 50. After the unit test notes will not be accepted. After the Unit is over no late work will be accepted unless this is a specific need or reason that warrants more time. 




Late work

If a student needs to retake a Unit test they will have to complete all formative work for the Unit in order to retake the test (In addition to test corrections). After unit tests no work from the previous unit(s) will be taken late. The students already have a lot of time to turn in late work.  The calendar is made a whole semester in advance.


Quizzes

Cannot be retaken.

In the end students should seek to actively participate in the learning process by doing their formative work as a means to mastery learning.  All of the work that we do in Pre-AP World History has a strategic purpose. When a student does not complete their work or they do not do it properly they have the ability to redo. In the end if a student fails the class then there was an unwillingness to take advantage of the retake policy. One of the most important aspects of the learning process is to constantly go back over the material. Willingness to persevere in the midst of struggle is key!

Academic Dishonesty Policy:  Zero Tolerance: 

Violations will result in a “0” grade and a “N” in Conduct for the reporting term.  

I emphasize student advancement by providing engaging learning experiences so students can become effective communicators, quality contributors, and socially responsible citizens. I desire each student to reach his or her full potential by engaging in relevant
and authentic experiences that ignite continuous, deeper learning. Learning is an active
process, requiring engaging tasks and engaging minds, and is a focused, individual effort. 

During the learning process, I understand that students will encounter struggles and make mistakes, which are crucial to the learner's social, emotional, and intellectual development. However, participating in cheating and plagiarism during the learning process impedes the student's ability to achieve his or her full potential.

I care deeply about my students and want them to realize their full potential by pledging to value learning and holding themselves to the highest standard of academic integrity. My students will adhere to the following definitions and guidelines in the event of academic dishonesty by a student.

1. Cheating—Cheating is acting dishonestly or unfairly to gain an advantage.
Regarding coursework, cheating may include misleading a staff/faculty
member in some way to receive, or attempt to receive, credit for work not
originating entirely from the student turning in the coursework.
Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to:
a. Copying, fully or partially, another person's work.
b. Allowing another student to copy his/her work, fully or partially.
c. Using unauthorized material in any form during an assessment.
d. Revealing/receiving examination content, questions, answers, or tips from
another student, or removing such information from the classroom after an
examination through the use of notes, scratch paper, technology, verbal
communication, etc.
e. Unauthorized collaboration/communication that violates the teacher's
established expectations.

2. Plagiarism—Plagiarism is taking someone else's words, work, ideas and/or
information without acknowledging the source and passing it off as one's own.
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:
a. Copying text (ideas, words, or syntax) or other materials from the Internet, book,
article, computer code, or other source without citing them.
b. Use any translation tool for a world language assignment.
c. Purchasing or receiving, in any manner, an assignment that is the work of
another person and submitting that assignment as your own.

Class Rules
1. Be on time
2. Be on task
3. Be prepared
      4. 	Be seated
5. Be respectful
 
Class Expectations
 
      1. 	Cell Phones are off and put away.
      2. 	We observe the 15-minute rule.
      3. 	If you are absent from class for any reason, it is your responsibility to ask for make-up      
            work.

CollegeBoard AP World Overview

The CollegeBoard has done an amazing job of making their website clear and concise. Please check it out and let me know if you have any questions. I will teach you kids everything you  need to know!

Link to AP Central- AP World

Textbook:
Our textbook is called Ways of the World by Robert Strayer.  All chapters, powerpoints, and many other resources related to the book are to be found in the Canvas files.  Great sites!

Great website for college information!
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