Vocabulary List
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Transfer- To change or move from one object to another

Microbe- an organism that is too small to see

Succession- a series of changes in a community of an ecosystem

Competition- When two or more organisms need to use the same limited resource to survive

Stable- Steady or unchanging

Cycle- a series of events that repeats itself

Increase- to become larger in size or number
Decrease- to become smaller in size or number
Reduce- to become smaller in size or number
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biotic factor a living part of an ecosystem

abiotic factor a nonliving part of an ecosystem

terrestrial of or relating to land instead of water or air

aquatic growing or living in water

producer an organism, such as a plant, that makes its own food
consumer an organism that cannot make its own food

decomposer an organism that breaks down wastes and the
remains of other organisms into simpler substances

food chain the path that energy takes from one organism to
another in the form of food

food web the food chains that overlap in an ecosystem
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fossil any evidence of an organism that lived in the past

amber hardened tree sap, yellow to brown in color, that can be a
source of insect fossils

imprint a fossil made by an impression

mold an empty space in rock that once held the remains of
a living thing

cast a fossil formed or shaped within a mold




