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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) gives parents and guardians of children 
attending a school receiving Title I funding the right to know the qualifications of your child’s 

teacher(s). 

In compliance with the requirements of Every Students Succeeds Act, parents may request the 
following information: 

1. Whether the student’s teacher— 

• has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 

• is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State 
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; and 

• is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher. 

2. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

 

For information on teacher certification and licensing please visit the Tennessee Department of 

Education’s website at https://www.tn.gov/education/section/licensing . 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which was signed into law in December 2015 and 

reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1956 (ESEA), includes additional 
right-to- know requests. At any time parents and guardians can request: 

• Information on policies regarding student participation in assessments and procedures for 

opting out, and 

• Information on required assessments that include 

o subject matter tested, 

o purpose of the test, 

o source of the requirement (if applicable), 

o amount of time it takes students to complete the test, and 

o time and format of disseminating results. 

 

For more information on the school’s and district’s assessment results, please visit the Tennessee 

Department of Education’s state report card website at https://www.tn.gov/education/data/report- 

card.html. 
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