
Spring ACT 
Workshop

English/Reading



Today’s Agenda:
English: 12:00 to 1:10

Break: 1:10-1:20 
Reading: 1:20-2:30

General Information before we Begin:
● My name is Ms. Young- I have taught ACT prep for 8 years
● I LOVE teaching & I LOVE engagement. Please participate!
● It’s ok if you make mistakes & get things incorrect! That’s 

how you learn what you don’t know & improve.
● It is a good idea to have some paper/pens for notes.



The English test...
• is divided into ______ passages 

with ______ questions each.
• has a time limit of ____ minutes.

5

Overview & Format

15
45

If you divide your time
equally among the passages,

you will spend 9 minutes 
per passage.





Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments



“IC”= independent clause
(which is really nothing more 

than a simple sentence)

Three things to make an IC:
1. Subject
2. Verb
3. A complete thought



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

FANBOYS
for, and, 
nor, but, 

or, yet, so



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

Complex 
sentences

DC, IC

Compound: I take the ACT March 2nd; I 
am going to improve my score.

Complex: When I take the ACT next time, 

I am going to improve my score.



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

Complex 
sentences

DC, IC

ACT likes to use:
IC, IC

IC conj IC
IC IC
DC IC

DC



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

Complex 
sentences

DC, IC

S and S V 
S V and V

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates

No commas!



The baby ate and slept.

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates

S VV



The baby I was taking care of 
my first night as a babysitter 

ate his rice cereal happily and 
then slept peacefully the 
remainder of the night.

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates



The baby I was taking care of 
my first night as a babysitter 

ate his rice cereal happily and 
then slept peacefully the 
remainder of the night.

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates



The baby I was taking care of 
my first night as a babysitter 

ate his rice cereal happily and 
then slept peacefully the 
remainder of the night.

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates



The baby I was taking care of 
my first night as a babysitter 

ate his rice cereal happily and 
then slept peacefully the 
remainder of the night.

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates

he



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

Complex 
sentences

DC, IC

S and S V 
S V and V

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates



Compound 
sentences
IC, + conj IC

IC; IC
IC. IC

Complex 
sentences

DC, IC

S and S V 
S V and V

Compound subjects and 
compound predicates IC: DC

IC: IC
Not DC: IC

Colon



Babysitting can be a great 
job: You can make some 

easy money with a 
sleeping baby.

IC: DC
IC: IC

Not DC: IC

Colon

On the ACT, the colon 
translates to:

“now let me explain”



1 // In the 1920s Pedro Flores introduced the 
yo-yo in the United States and soon started a 
yo-yo manufacturing company in California.

Which of the following alternatives to the 
underlined portion would NOT be acceptable?

A. States. Flores
B. States, and he 
C. States; he 
D. States he



2 // Flores sold his yo-yo company in 1932, 
after deciding that he was more interested in 
teaching people how to handle yo-yos than he 
was in manufacturing them.

Which of the following alternatives to the 
underlined portion would NOT be acceptable?

A. 1932, after his decision
B. 1932.  He had decided 
C. 1932, upon deciding
D. 1932.  Deciding



3 // Snowflakes begin to form when water in 
the atmosphere freezes it causes the water 
molecules to bond into a hexagonal shape.

A. NO CHANGE
B. freezes, causing
C. freezes, it causes
D. freezes, this causes



4 // Although these snowflakes appear to have a 
triangular shape—they actually have a 
hexagonal pattern.

A. NO CHANGE
B. shape,
C. shape;
D. shape:



5 // The triangular shape is an illusion resulting 
from one significant addition to the process 
dust.

A. NO CHANGE
B. process is
C. process:
D. process;



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments



Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy



A. NO CHANGE
B. upon promoting
C. on promoting
D. to promote

6 // In the 1920s the YMCA sponsored a 
program in order to promote more 
enlightened public opinion on racial 
matters.



A. NO CHANGE
B. spoke
C. said verbally
D. gave vocalization to

7 // It’s usually hard to determine who first 
uttered out loud a given word and almost as 
hard to know who first wrote it down.



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy



Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases



A. NO CHANGE
B. illusions to 
C. allusions of 
D. allusions to

8 // We also find illusions of 
Shakespeare’s words in film.



She is very sick.

She has been all week.

She will not be at the 
game tonight.

She was at school today.

AND

SO

BUT



Transitional sample question 
here….

A. NO CHANGE
B. However,
C. Furthermore,
D. Therefore,

BUT
AND

SO

Tip! 
“Translate” 

fancy 
transition 
words into 

more 
common 

ones



9 // A morel mushroom blends perfectly into 
its natural surroundings.  However, you can 
look right at one and not see it.

A. NO CHANGE
B. You
C. On the other hand, you
D. Back and forth, you

BE CAREFUL!
Sometimes the 

best answer is no 
transition word if 

the transitions 
given don’t 
match the 

relationship of 
the sentences 



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy

Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases



Follow 
directions 
precisely



10 // Given that all of them are true, which 
choice supports the paragraph by giving the 
most specific details? 
THIS IS NOT A GRAMMAR QUESTION. JUST FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS.

1. Cross out the phrase “given that all the choices are true.” 
It is not helpful.

2. Reread the question to yourself
3. Circle the 3-5 keywords that tell you what the question is 

looking for

TIP: ask yourself “what does my correct answer have to be 
about?”



10 // Given that all of them are true, which 
choice supports the paragraph by giving the 
most specific details? 

A. a lot of important details about their life—
B. not only business transactions, but fables, 

myths, poetry, proverbs—
C. in cuneiform a great many specific details 

about their lives—
D. many details about their business and 

culture—



11 // Which of the following sentences, if 
inserted here, would best illustrate the 
accomplishments of the Sumerians? 
A. Early tribes often settled in fertile plains near 

rivers so they would have water for crops.
B. The Sumerians were a very accomplished 

group.
C. There, they devised an irrigation network, 

metal tools, and the wheel.
D. During their time, the Sumerians accomplished 

many very important things.



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy

Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases

Follow 
directions 
precisely



Make subjects 
and verbs agree

Pronouns and 
antecedents, too



12 // Rice seedlings, started in small 
hand-watered paddies soon after the wheat 
harvest, is planted in the now flooded fields.

A. NO CHANGE
B. harvest is
C. harvest, are 
D. harvest are



13 // Literary critics are often less interested 
in any particular book than one is in placing 
groups of books into categories.

A. NO CHANGE
B. they are 
C. he is
D. he or she is



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy

Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases

Follow 
directions 
precisely M

ak
e 

su
bj

ec
ts 

an
d 

ve
rb

s a
gr

ee

Pr
on

ou
ns

 a
nd

 

an
te

ce
de

nt
s, 

to
o



Sound 
out 

contractions
it’s, who’s, they’re, you’re 



14 // Today, the theater acknowledges its 
bartering tradition by collecting 
nonperishable food items in exchange 
for tickets.

A. NO CHANGE
B. its’s
C. it’s
D. its’



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy

Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases

Follow 
directions 
precisely M

ak
e 

su
bj

ec
ts 

an
d 

ve
rb

s a
gr

ee

Pr
on

ou
ns

 a
nd

 

an
te

ce
de

nt
s, 

to
o

Sound 
out 

contractions
it’s, who’s, they’re, you’re 



Comma = 
Pause



15 // Hikers, typically, find, that 
the climb takes at least three hours.

A. NO CHANGE
B. Hikers typically find
C. Hikers typically, find
D. Hikers, typically find



Pay attention to 
sentence structure

No run-ons; 
no fragments

Eliminate
wordy expressions 

and avoid 
redundancy

Pick the 
exact right 

word
Especially transitional 

words and phrases

Follow 
directions 
precisely M

ak
e 

su
bj

ec
ts 

an
d 

ve
rb

s a
gr

ee

Pr
on

ou
ns

 a
nd

 

an
te

ce
de

nt
s, 

to
o

Sound 
out 

contractions
it’s, who’s, they’re, you’re 

Comma = 
Pause



English Practice,
Passage 1, Questions 1-15

Pages 12-14 of the PDF

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RA9KsHy6Ejo


English Practice,
Answer Key:
1. A
2. J
3. D
4. H
5. B
6. J
7. B
8. J
9. C

10. J

11. B
12. G
13. A
14. H
15. D

BREAK: We will begin with 
Reading at 1:20



BREAK: We will begin with 
Reading at 1:20



Overview & 
Format

• 4 passages of 10 questions each
• 40 items
• 35 minutes

How should I pace 
myself?



Timing & 
Scoring• 8 ½ mins: 

finish all 4 
passages

• 10 ½ mins: 
finish 3 
passages 
and guess 
on 1 psg



Literary Narrative
reads like a story
• Characters
• Storyline
• Dialogue
• Setting

Types of Passages



Social Science

Types of Passages
Studi

es

reads like a 
textbook

• Factual
• Dense
• Often very dry



Humanities
something from 

the arts
• Factual
• Dense
• Wide ranging

Types of Passages



Natural Science
reads like a 

textbook
• Factual
• Dense
• Often very dry

Types of Passages



Beware the Distractor!



• Wrong answers that use EXACT WORDING 
from the passage

Beware the Distractor!



• Wrong answers that use EXACT WORDING 
from the passage

• Wrong answers that refer to a concept or 
idea elsewhere in the passage

Beware the Distractor!



• Wrong answers that use EXACT WORDING 
from the passage

• Wrong answers that refer to a concept or 
idea elsewhere in the passage

• Wrong answers that are the EXACT 
OPPOSITE of the right answer

Beware the Distractor!



• Wrong answers that use EXACT WORDING 
from the passage

• Wrong answers that refer to a concept or 
idea elsewhere in the passage

• Wrong answers that are the EXACT 
OPPOSITE of the right answer

• Wrong answers that contain some element of 
truth

Beware the Distractor!



• Wrong answers that use EXACT WORDING 
from the passage

• Wrong answers that refer to a concept or 
idea elsewhere in the passage

• Wrong answers that are the EXACT 
OPPOSITE of the right answer

• Wrong answers that contain some element of 
truth

• Wrong answers from out in left field

Beware the Distractor!



Reading Practice,
Passage II, Questions 11-20

Pgs. 34-35 of the PDF

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ASKMcdCc3g


11. A
12. J
13. C
14. J
15. B
16. H
17. B
18. F
19. D
20. F

ANSWER KEY
Passage II



• Paired passage- two, shorted passages about 
a related topic.

• Read Passage A, answer questions associated 
with Passage A.

• Read the other passage & answer remaining 
questions.

Paired Passage



Reading Practice,
Passage III, Questions 21-30

Pgs. 36-37 of the PDF

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ASKMcdCc3g


21. A
22. G
23. D
24. J
25. C
26. G
27. C
28. J
29. C
30. G

ANSWER KEY
Passage III



THANK YOU! 
Students,
Please complete a brief survey. You can open your 
smartphone’s camera and point it at this QR code to 
access the survey:

Please see the Math/Science flyer for tomorrow’s 
session!
Raffle winners will receive their gift cards on Tuesday!


