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Overview:  
 
Over the summer, you are required to read The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell 
and keep a dialectal journal. The journal will be due the first week of school.  
During the first semester, we will also read the following: 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 
The Good Lord Bird by James McBride. 
It is advised that you use the summer to begin reading these works. 
 
Directions: 
 
1. Read the book The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell. 

 
2. As you read, maintain a dialectical Journal (see instructions below). 
 
Dialectical Journal Guidelines (Parts 1 and 2) 

A dialectical journal is a running dialogue between you, the reader, and what you are 
reading. This is done by recording notes in the form of quotations or paraphrases and 
then commenting upon what you have recorded.  

Directions: Type this journal using the same format shown below. Simply construct 
a two- column table. Use Arial or Times New Roman, 12-point font, single spaced. The 
only WRONG way to do this is to NOT do it (copy from a friend, AI generated 
responses, etc.).  

Procedure:  

o As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-
hand column of a T-chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).  

o In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, 
reflections, and comments on each passage)  

o Label your responses using the following codes:  
o Response Types  
o (E) Explanation—why you chose the quotation/passage 
o (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear  
o (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage 



o (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text  
o (A/E) Analyze/Evaluate - make a judgment about the character(s), 

their actions, or what the author is trying to say 
o (I) Interpret—determine the meaning of what you’ve read  
o (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad 

sense – not just to the characters in the story. What conclusions can you 
draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things work?  

Choosing Passages From The Text:  

Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For 
example, you might record:  

• Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 
• Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before 
• Structural shifts or turns in the plot/events 
• A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 
• Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs. 
• Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 
• Events you find surprising or confusing 
• Passages that illustrate a particular character/narrator or setting/event  

Minimum Requirements:  

1. 20-25 journal entries for the entire text  
2. At least two of each response type per entry  
3. Quotes cover key ideas found across the book. The book isn’t written in 

chapters, so you should have a journal entry about every 12 pages. 
4. 4-7 sentences per response (No summaries!)  
5. Correct MLA formatting  

 



 

Rubric for Dialectical Journal 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  


